
Ottawa In Winter - Priceless
by Elizabeth Nelson

Tired of the winter weather? Nothing to do? On a budget? If this sounds like you, 
I’ve got the perfect solution. Just grab a friend and head to downtown Ottawa; there are 
plenty of things to do!

1. Take your skates and head to the Rideau Canal. Ice: Free, Hot Chocolate: $2.

2. Take the time to warm up and tour the National Gallery of Canada. $4 per person or 

free on Thursdays after 5:OOPM.

3. From February 4th - 11th check out all of the Winterlude exhibits. Admission to most 

exhibits is free.

4. From December 2nd - January 7th take an evening walk on Parliament Hill to see the 

Capital lit up with over 300,000 Christmas lights. Magical moment: Free.

5. Make the most of the snow. Make a snowman, have a snowball fight (outside of school 

hours), or make a snow angel. Snow: Free.

6.  Window shop in the Byward Market for a bustling and cheery winter atmosphere. 

Mood boost: Priceless.

Whatever you  do this winter season make the most of it, because summer is just 

around the corner and soon enough we will miss this -3000° weather.
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Pre$ent Pre$$ure
by Shannon Bedford

We’ve all been there. It’s Christmas time and you feel that warm, fuzzy  feeling inside. Sitting  by  the 
fire with  your cookies and hot chocolate, you think about what  you want to give everyone this year. 
After all, the holiday  season is all about spending time with the ones you  care about.  And, to show 
everyone you care, you can’t help but want to get them all the perfect presents. 

There is only  one problem: the piggy  bank ran dry  after  you bought Black-Ops and a  new  outfit for 

semi. Have no fear! Representing all those broke Scrooges out there,  I’m here to help you  with your 
shopping – on a teenage budget! 

PLANNING IS KEY: When you start  your shopping make a list of everyone you need to buy  for, 
but  be careful not  to forget anyone! Then, beside each  name, put the approximate amount that you 
want to spend on that person. This way  you can add up just  how much you will be spending, and you 

won’t accidentally blow your whole budget on one “perfect” present.
SWEET DEALS: Who doesn’t love something sugary? Go to your favourite candy  store that sells 

candy  in large quantities,  such as Bulk Barn, and pick up a few cute little gift bags. Buy  a  couple of  
pounds of jellybeans, red and green Hershey’s Kisses, and some candy  canes. Finally, divide it up, 
throw some in a gift bag, and you instantly have a dozen perfect presents that anyone would like. 

PHOTO ALBUM: This is the perfect present for  someone who means a  lot  to you. Go to Dollarama 
and buy  a cheap scrapbook or  photo album. Then, fill  it  with  pictures of the two of you or  cut outs 
from magazines or newspapers with special meaning. Slide them in and you instantly  have a one of a 
kind gift that will be treasured forever.

SECRET SANTA: If you have a  big group of friends or family  who all want to exchange gifts, it’s 

pretty  tricky  to afford something for  everyone. Suggest organizing a Secret Santa. That way  you only 
have to buy  one present for  one friend. As well, you can significantly  decrease your  spending without 
looking cheap. 

HOMEMADE GIFTS: It  may  seem  sort of cheesy, but sometimes homemade gifts really  are the 
best. A mixed CD, some freshly  baked cookies, a decorated photo frame, or a cute craft are all great 

ideas. If you’re really crafty, sew your own version of a ‘Snuggie’ or make some jewelry. 
BUY IN BULK: You can often buy  nail polishes, jewelry,  CD’s, or puzzles in packages containing 

more than one of the same item. Or, check out stores that have deals like “three books for five 
dollars.” That way your gifts will all be slightly different but you’ll still get a great deal.

FUZZY SOCKS: This is a personal favourite. Who doesn’t love a pair  of fuzzy  socks? They’re cheap, 

they come in all different styles and degrees of fuzziness, and everyone wants a pair. 
The bottom line is that it  truly  is the thought that counts. No one expects you to spend a lot of 

money  on their Christmas present. It’s more important to show  your friends and family  that you care! 
I hope everyone has a happy holiday season, and keep pinching those pennies!
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On behalf of all of us here at the Echo, we’d like to thank our amazing writers, and wish everyone 
a Happy Holiday!



An Interview With Santa Claus
by The Echo

1. Hello, Santa! First off, thank you for taking time off your busy schedule for this interview! There is a lot 
of speculation about whether you even exist. Why do you think that is?

Well, (sighs) I just think children are forgetting the spirit of Christmas, and are wanting to 
“grow up” by  believing that I don't exist. Adults are even willing to tell their  children while they 
are still young that I don't exist. It is really upsetting for me personally. 

2. I can imagine. You strive off of people believing in you, eh?

Yeah. It's what causes my  sleigh to fly  and it  gives my  reindeers confidence. Lately, Prance has 
looked terribly down.

3. That's sad. Hopefully after this interview, people will start to show at least a glimmer of belief! 
Anyways, moving on. Is your beard real or is it just for show?

No, it's real! (laughs) I just trim  it  so that it shapes perfectly  into an oval and my  image isn't 
disrupted. However, I'll admit  that once I let it grow so long  it reached my  knees during the 
summer. Now, the North Pole doesn't heat up as much  as it must in other  parts of the world 
during the summer, but the beard gets itchy  and Mrs. Claus is always complaining about it,  so 
I always tend keep control of it now!

4. I see! Mrs. Claus keeps a tight rope sometimes. In any case, do you mind telling us how you got 
started? Did you always want to be Santa?

I was raised in  the cold Arctic by  elves who took me in when I was just a baby. They  were very 
good with their  hands and made a ton of toys for their  children to play  with. Being a human, I 
was an outcast for  a little while, and I knew I was different from the other elf children. When I 
found out  I was human, I travelled to my  hometown and met up with  my  parents, who were 
grumpy  adults who didn't  allow anything fun for  kids.  In retaliation, I made toys from my 

years of toy-making with the elves and gave each  child a  new  toy. That  was when I met Mrs. 
Claus. She was the prettiest nurse and she adored the kids.  Soon,  the adults found out about 
the toys and chased me away. When I got back to the North Pole I vowed that I would make 
toys for all the children in the world who have been nice and deserving.

5. Your last comment will lead me into my next question. How do you organize children into the 
naughty and nice lists?

It  isn't easy. There are a lot of grey  areas when it comes to be a good or bad little boy  or girl. 

But to handle that, I just count how  many  things they've done that were good and how many 
were bad and just  compare the two. If they  are close in numbers, I dig in to see anything else 
they've done that could help change the numbers. It's a close call sometimes. But  sometimes, 
what helps me differentiate between the good and the bad kids is that the good kids leave 
snacks out. An
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Puppy’s First Christmas
a story by Morgan Jackson

I opened my  eyes, did the biggest doggy  stretch I possibly  could, stood up, and walked over to my 
water  bowl to take a quick drink. When I looked up I was astounded at what I saw! This tall,  prickly 
looking thing was sitting in the middle of my  living room  covered in  circular  objects with a person on 
the top with wings. Now, I know  I have only  been around for 8 months, I do drink from  the toilet,  and 
I sometimes like to chase the occasional cat  that walks by. But in all my  8 months of life I have never 

seen one of these things inside my house before! 
My  first thought was, of course, that these people have completely  lost their  minds! But then the 

thought  came to me: how nice of my  owners to be so kind as to provide me with indoor  plumbing. It 
is,  after all, getting quite cold outside. So once all the humans had left the strange fixture, I decided to 
test it out.  Just as I was about to do so, however, they  all started yelling and running towards me 

shouting, “Theo, no! Not on the tree boy!” 
By  now I was completely  confused as to what this thing was for! Oh well,  there were many  things I 

didn’t understand about humans. One being why they continue to pee in my preferred drinking bowl. 
Anyways, I decided to move on and continue with my  day  as usual. I went  to go lie in  my 

customary  spot, (the bay  window is perfect  because I can clearly  survey  the land and spot  any  cats if 

they  approach the premises), like I do every  day  after  taking  my  afternoon nap.  Today, however,  I 
found these strange looking snow people that  dance at  the push of a button! They  would not stop me. 
I went about my  business, systematically  removing  each funny  snow  person one by  one. Some I 
kicked, others I tossed, and the odd one I wrestled with before it fell to the ground. 

My  spot  was now as it should have been. Once the humans saw me and the snow people strewn 

about, they  weren’t  too pleased. I wasn’t  as concerned because I had rightly  claimed this territory  long 
before the snow  humans had. Despite the fact  that I think I did what was right, I was shooed away 
from the window  and the snow people were returned to my  spot. They  may  have won that battle, but I 
will be back! 

As the day  carried on and the sky  darkened, the humans sat down to enjoy  a bigger meal than I 

had ever seen them eat before! There were all sorts of amazing smells coming from every  direction  I 

6. What's with the red suit?

Santa: I just really  like the colour and I suppose it was passed on as a tradition, that red was 

one of the Christmas colours. Honestly,  red clothing was what the elves dressed me in because 
of my red hair when I was younger.

7. You were a red head?

Santa: Yep! And I did and do have a soul (laughs)!

8. Any last words before we wrap up the interview?

Leave me snacks, and I'll be visiting you on Christmas Eve! Remember, it's not about  the 
presents! Well, most of the time...happy holidays!

continued…



looked. It  made me extremely  hungry,  so I decided that I would get in on this feast. I created a 

diversion, knocking over the hallway  coat rack. This caused one of the humans to come running. Just 
as they  did so,  I took off running as fast as I could. My  mouth  was watering at  the thought of the tasty 
food. I hopped up onto the vacant chair  and I began to chow  down on all sorts of delectable tasting 
things that had been left  on the plate. My  fun was all too soon stopped when the other surrounding 
humans shooed me off the chair and out of the room. 

Although they  did manage to shoo me away  from  the table, it was not before I enjoyed a delectable 
snack. I really  should thank them, though, because I do believe they  saved me from some potentially 
painful indigestion! Not  too soon after, I began to feel my  eyelids getting heavy. I decided it was a 
good time for me to return to my  bed, curl up, and fall back to sleep. I’m sure I will  awake soon 
enough and discover that this was all some bizarre, (but at the same time wonderful), dream!
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Happy Holidays
by Jasmine Mander and Hayat Omar

Yes, it's called the holiday  season for  a  reason. December and January  are special months for 
many  cultures,  religions and ethnic groups all over  the world who celebrate,  or wait in tremendous 
anticipation for various special occasions. But what are these occasions you may  ask? Well, for one: 
Christmas! That was easy  since I've been hearing about it since October. And two, well duh: New 
Years! Even though those two are certainly  the most  popular here in Canada, there are plenty  of 

others too. The truth is there are many  holidays waiting to be discovered right under  our  noses. We 
just have to dig a little! So grab your shovels and let's begin.

Hanukkah: Imagine a Christmas, but  one that lasts 8  whole days and night with all the fried food 
you can eat! This Jewish holiday  celebrates the miracle of oil  and marks the rededication of the 
Second Temple. Definitely  a reputable cause, and what would junk food be without it? This is why  the 

lighting of the hanukkiya occurs every  night. Of course, there are also fun games involving 
the dreidel, where you usually play for delicious chocolate coins.

Winter Solstice: It's celebrated by  many  cultures under different 
names (such as Saturnalia  and Yaldā), with different rituals and 
interpretations.  It first started as, and continues to be, a 

predominately  Celtic celebration. It  occurs exactly  when the 
Earth's axial tilt is farthest  away  from the sun making it the shortest 

day  and longest night. It only  occurs, however, in December in the Northern 
Hemisphere.
Kwanzaa: Another example of a winter  holiday  celebrated all over the world is 

Kwanzaa. The name comes from  a Swahili phrase, "matuanda ya kwanza", 
which is "first fruits". The holiday  originated from the first harvest celebrations 
practiced by  several cultures in Africa.  It was first celebrated on December 
26, 1996. It is generally  celebrated by  African Americans from  Dec. 26  to Jan. 
1, conceived and developed by  Dr. Maulana Ron Karenga. The holiday  was 

continued…
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6 the result of the political changes of the sixties,  when African-Americans struggled to express 

themselves.  The development of this marvelous holiday  was considered a  "reassessment, 
recommitment, remembrance, retrieval,  resumption, resurrection and rejuvenation" to the way  an 
African-American lived.  Each day  of this holiday  focuses on "Nguzo Saba", also referred to as the 
seven principals. Kwanza  is celebrated in all religious centres, including churches, mosques, temples, 
community  centres and schools.  Overall, this holiday  is celebrated by  Africans-Americans to 

remember the past so as to understand the present.
Boxing Day: Does this count? Of course it  does! To some it's even  considered to be the second day 

of Christmas. This hysteria-causing day of shopping truly brings out the bargain hunter in us all.
 Although these holidays differ  from one another, they  share what  is most important: They  are 

celebrated with warmth, joy, happiness, and laughter.

Happy Holidays!

Tuesday Night Live
by Karen Tran

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! The senior  drama production was underway  last Tuesday  night. Let 
me start things off by  saying that it was absolutely  hilarious – whoever was in the audience can 
probably vouch that I was the loudest…

For  all  of you  out there who decided not to attend this once in  a lifetime opportunity, allow me to 
reference Mr. Code and tell all of you to slap the back of your hands (SHAME ON YOU!). The senior 

drama production had everything from  sass-talking hobos in  the park to magical wish-granting fish in 
the courthouse. Overall, I was impressed with all of the performances. There were some sketches 
however that really stood out. 

Taylib Scott and Cole Nightingale received the loudest  laughs with Over  the Hill. This sketch told 
the story  of the park bench hobo who had gone soft.  The ‘head hobo’ steps in and shows him how to 

really  come off as a jerk. In the process of showing him how it’s done, the soft hobo is “fired”  and 
babies are kicked. 

Brittney  Eagles shows Sarah Fleck that she really  is the best dad in  Best Daddy.  A hilarious 
performance consisting of an innocent elementary  school girl and her  father who gets his daughter a 
horse for her  birthday, which he tells her he shot dead moments before he brings her out to see it. A 

personal favourite! You can’t beat a sketch that has Brittney  Eagles looking like a man – unless you 
consider Tyson Moyes,  who plays a  housewife in a  dysfunctional family  (Kevin Richard and Donny 
Rayment), in Family Dinner where he rocks his pink floral dress. 

Alex Osorio and Reuel Dartey  showed the crowd that even the toughest of guys enjoy  dabbling in 
their soft spots in Louis & Dave. Louis and Dave are the most BA people you will ever  meet. They 

spend their  nights pumping up the bass while picking up chicks with  their perfected pick-up lines. 
However,  Louis (Alex Osorio) opens up to his “bro” and tells him that he’s got to cancel on their plans 
so he can attend ballet recitals and feminist movements. 

In the end, the senior drama performance was a great  success. Senior  student Jasmine Goodridge 
said,  “It was a  show I would have paid money  for,”  and let’s be honest, if broke high school students 

are willing  to pay  for a drama show, it must mean it’s good! So, congratulations to all of our  drama 
kids. If I was Mr. Smith, I would give you all A+’s; you deserve it.
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7Seventh Chapter In Wizard Saga “A Dark And Dangerous Affair”
by Amira Baymout

The moment we have all been  waiting for: the last movie of the Harry  Potter series has just come 
out.  Every  one of us Muggles who are in love with the saga  are eagerly  awaiting the most anticipated 
movie of the year: Harry  Potter  and the Deathly  Hallows. The movie has been split into two parts for 
the big screen and the second part of the movie will come out next year. 

The movie begins as Harry, Ron and Hermione set out on their mission to track down and destroy 

the Horcruxes (the keys to Voldemort’s immortality.) On their own, the three friends must  now rely 
on each  other  more than ever, but  there are Dark Forces in their  wake that threaten to tear them 
apart. Meanwhile, the Wizarding World has turned into a dangerous place for  all those who are 
against the Dark Lord. The war has begun and the Death  Eaters take control of the Ministry  of Magic 
and Hogwarts, terrorizing and arresting anyone who opposes them. The Wizarding World and 

Hogwarts aren’t safe anymore. The prize that all the Death Eaters seek is the prize most valuable to 
Voldemort  - Harry  Potter. Harry  is wanted by  Voldemort’s followers; they  search for him under 
orders to bring him  to the Dark Lord alive. Harry’s only  hope is to find the Horcruxes before 
Voldemort  finds him. As he searches for clues to the Horcruxes whereabouts,  he finds out about the 
forgotten tale: the Legend of the Deathly  Hallows. If the legend turns out to be true, then it could give 

Voldemort  the ultimate power,  which would enable him  to be invincible. Little does Harry  know that 
his future has been decided by his past: that fateful day when he became “The Boy Who Lived.” 

Harry  Potter  is getting closer  to the task for  which he has been preparing since the day  he first 
stepped in Hogwarts: the final battle with Voldemort. 

This movie is made to capture and keep your attention throughout. You will be biting your nails 

waiting for  the next  scene. If you have plans to see this movie, I suggest you  get  your tickets before it’s 
too late. Get your chance to watch the thrilling act of Harry  against Voldemort. Will Harry  be able to 
defeat him, or will Voldemort finally take over the Wizarding World?

Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow!
Snow. Don't  kid yourselves; it's coming whether you like it or  not. Whether it's powder snow, great 

for snow angels, skiing, and sledding, or  snowball snow, great for, well making snowballs, snowmen 
and snow forts. And there's slush, great for getting your feet wet and getting splashed by passing cars. 

To make Canada's extremely  long winter  pass faster I've prepared the top 6  ways to get through 
winter or have fun with snow, depending on how you look at it.

6. Make a snow angel.
It's not time consuming and extremely easy. 

5. Make a snowman.
Make a snow family if you want to, and if your really ambitious, a snow elephant. 

4. Go sledding.
Let that little kid in all of us out, grab a sled and willing participants and just have fun.

continued…
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Heard In The Halls
by Matt Anderson and Shannon Bedford 

“What’s the best gift you ever gave or received?”

“A car for my birthday!”
– Amanda Power (12)

“The best thing I ever gave was friendship to Shannon Bedford.”
– Kevin Ferguson (11) 

“My sister and I each got a cat for Christmas.”
– Janine Gvozdanovic (10) 

“Love!”
– Seamus Slingerland (9)

“I got a puppy for Easter. But they took it away a month later.”
– Melissa MacKichan (12)

“I got my dad an iPod Touch for Christmas.”
– Lindsay Green (9) 

“I got a computer for Christmas.”
– Tyler Bourdon (9)

“I gave Bilal cupcakes for his birthday last week!”
– Tiana Martin (11)

“When I was ten, for a Christmas present I got to go train dolphins in Texas!”
– Lauren Bazley (11)

“An easy bake oven!”
– Emily Simpson (11)

“I once gave an authentic Indiana Jones hat that I found on eBay that was actually 
worn by Harrison Ford on the movie set to a friend going through a tough time.”

– Mr. Gagnier (Staff)

3. Make a snow fort.
Time consuming, but in the end you have an awesome fort you can chill in.

2. Go skiing/ snowboarding
Hit the slopes and try not to hit trees. 

1. Host a snowball fight (outside of school).
Gather some friends, use your forts as cover, prepare ammo and pick your teams, or use the 

classic every man for themselves. 


